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Abstract:

This study has aimed at studying the techniques of narrative structure in the novel of the Algerian writer Wassini al-araj, The Ash of the East. The novel is considered as one of the novels that reflect a particular era in the history of the Eastern Arab society: Syria, Lebanon, and Palestine. This era represents the period of the Ottoman rule in the region when Eastern countries sought freedom from the Ottoman Empire, only to find themselves under European colonization. 


This thesis is divided into an introduction, three chapters, and a conclusion. The first chapter has been dedicated to the study of time structure in the novel. It has been divided into three sections: a theoretical section followed by two practical sections. In the first one, we have defined narrative time. The second has dealt with the techniques of time paradox in the novel and the third one has been devoted to the time rhythm . The second chapter has been devoted to the study of the structure of space in the novel. We have started with the concept of narrative space and its importance, with an attempt to distinguish it from the setting. After that, we have examines its relation with the other narrative components such as time and character. Based on the principle of polarization, we have studied the significance of space in the narrative text. In the third chapter, we have examined the character structure through a definition of the concept of narrative character. We have focused on Philip Harmon’s perception of narrative character, and we have attempted to apply some of his procedures in the next section in order to discover the types of characters employed in the novel, their most important traits and their relation with each other.


The conclusion of this thesis comprises the results that we have come to. These are the most important findings. To begin with, the time of narration is not chronologically organized, but has many turns and twists. The time rhythm is slow because of the extensive use of descriptions and conversational scenes, but this does not prevent from covering different and long periods of time. in addition, there is a clear interaction between the space and the characters that live within it, establishing a relation of affecting and being affected. Space is considered as a reflection of time, and any change in space results from a change of time. The narrative space has personified open places where positive and negative significances were crystalized. Prison is a place that signifies self-oppression, humiliation and torture.


The results show that the mark character plays a central role in the creation and structure of the narrative text through their relation with each other. Various types of characters are used in the text such as the historical character, the connective character, moreover, the writer does not give much importance to the physical traits of his characters, but rather to their actions and attitudes. Some of the names of the characters are identical with their traits.


